over the past four years. Until the late 1980s, psychogeriatric articles mainly appeared in the Journal of the American Geriatric Society and The Gerontologist. The Boston Society for Gerontologic Psychiatry established the Journal of Geriarric Psychiatry in 1967 and (Hasegawa & Homma, Eds., 1990) , and two special journal issues of psychogeriatric abstracts (Finkel, Ed., 1987; Finkel, Ed., 1989) .
3. Conferences and Meetings. Just over a decade ago, it was difficult to find outstanding meetings in the field of psychogeriatrics. The World Health Organizationdid attempt to have such meetings every three years. The Boston Society for Gerontologic Psychiatry had a half-day semi-annual meeting. Nowadays, it is unusual for a week to pass without announcement of a meeting dealing with some aspect of psychogeriatrics. IPA has played a leadership role, with two meetings a year, and every fourth meeting a large congress. In addition, activity within the World Health Organization, World Psychiatric Association, national and regional organizations in psychogeriatrics and geriatric psychiatry, and governmentally sponsored symposia and conferences all have contributed to broad dissemination of information on relevant psychogeriatric topics.
4. Inter-Governmental Reports. These include reports published by the United Nations, the United States government-including federal agency reports-and World Health Organization-sponsored reports.
5. Pharmaceutical Support. Increasingly, pharmaceutical companies have been supportive of research and educational efforts in the field of psychogeriatrics. Sandoz began its Gerontological Research Awards in 1984. Bayerbegan its IPABayer AG Research Awards in Psychogeriatrics in 1989. Mead Johnson has provided scholarships for geriatric psychiatrists in training to attend educational meetings. This is a trend that will continue.
Although we are unsure where the explosion of information will lead us in the 1990s, we can be assured that it will be increasingly difficult for any of us to keep up with even a specific area in the field of psychogeriatrics. We will need to rely increasingly on more sophisticated and increasingly individualized information systems in order to do our best to keep abreast of new knowledge, so that we may be of greatest benefit to our patients. It is imperative that individuals or groups devise new systems for the professional to manage the overabundance of good information. International Psychogeriatrics welcomes reports of such new systems-or ideas for creating them.
